
May 5th, 2024 
The	Sixth	Sunday	after	Easter 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people  
    who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  

         Acts 10:47 
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W elcome	to	Worship! 

We’re glad that you have come to worship with us at Christ the Servant! 
Please take a moment to ill out the welcome pad when it is passed to 

you. We would like to know you better and learn of any needs you may have.  

Remember the Sabbath day. Call the Sabbath a delight. This is the Lord’s day, 

and the Lord will do for us what the Lord does: feed us, forgive us, help and heal us. 
Rejoice at all the wonderful things God is doing. 

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church welcomes	all	who want to grow in the 

grace and love of Jesus Christ.  We are continually learning what it means to be 
truly welcoming to all.  We are committed to care for, to love, to understand, and to 

listen to each other, regardless of ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
physical or mental ability, social or economic status.  To all we extend a heartfelt 

invitation to join us on this journey, as partners in the full life and ministry of 
Christ the Servant. 

Children are welcome in worship at Christ the Servant! There are children’s   
bulletins and crayons available at the ushers’ station. A small room on the right of 

the sanctuary is available for families with infants or small children who become 
restless. It has a rocking chair, window and a speaker to hear the service. We also 

have a staffed nursery available for toddlers through age six. The nursery is located 

down the hall, in the north wing of the building. Ushers can assist you.   

We invite you to have coffee and treats in the Community Room following each 

service.  We hope to see you again soon.        

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
A	congregation	of	the 

	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America 

 

Welcome	to	Worship!			 
We’re glad that you are here  

as part of worship! 

Our	Savior’s	Lutheran	Church	 
welcomes	all!	 

We gather for worship called by 
God’s Spirit from many places of 
compass and heart. We bring stories of 
where God has met and sustained us 
along the way. We bring questions and 
yearnings to see God’s presence more 
fully in our world. We are brought 

together by a God 
who knows us as 
Creator, and who 
gathers us as only a 
Good Shepherd 
can—to lead us into 
what it means to be 
God’s people here 
in this place.  

As God’s people, we 
are continually 

learning what it means to be truly 
encouraging and supportive to all.  We 
are committed to care for, to love, to 
understand, and to listen to each other, 
regardless of ethnicity, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, physical 
or mental ability, social or economic 
status.  To all we extend a heartfelt 
invitation to join us on this journey, as 
partners in the full life and ministry of 
Christ the Servant. 

The Bible reminds us to “remember	
the	Sabbath	day”. We remember that 
“This	is	the	Lord’s	day”, and as we 
gather to worship the God who 
deserves our praise, the Lord will do 
for us what the Lord does: feed us, 
forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at 
all the wonderful things God is doing. 

We	hope	that	you	will	feel	at	home!	 

 We hope you feel Christ’s welcome 
in our service, and hope to see you 
again soon.  
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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 5th, 2024 
Introduc on 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 
too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 
love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the rela onship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 
believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Chris an 
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit . 

P , A  
P   W  
C   F  

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who calls us beloved children, who gathers us into one flock, 
 who guides us into all truth. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sins, trus ng that God will forgive us 
 and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Faithful and just God, 
C we confess  

that we are cap ve to doubt and fear, 
 bound by the ways that lead to death. 
 We have not loved our sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. 
 Forgive us, God of mercy. 
 Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us new, 
 that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
 Amen. 
P In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us 
 and sent the Christ to atone for our sins. 
 In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
 I announce to you that your sins are forgiven. 
 Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, 
 and inspire you to live for others. 
C Amen. 
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G  H  O G  B  A  P  ELW # 880 
 

GREETING 
P Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: 
 grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.       
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE ELW SETTING FOUR 

C 

C 

C 

C 

C 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
C O God, you have prepared for those who love you  

joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you  
that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,  
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus, your Christ and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever.  Amen 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gen le soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit 
comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and 
Gen les, Peter commands that these Gen les also be bap zed in the name of Jesus Christ. 

44While Peter was s ll speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gi  of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gen les, 46for 
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can 
anyone withhold the water for bap zing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be bap zed in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.  

A The Word of the Lord     
C Thanks be to God 
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PSALM 98 
 1Sing a new song to the L , who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O L , you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the na ons. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the L , all you lands; 
  li  up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 5Sing to the L  with the harp, 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
  shout with joy before the king, the L . 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the L ,  
  who comes to judge the earth. 

 9The L  will judge the world with righteousness 
   and the peoples with equity. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. 
Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 

     1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the 
love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 
are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 
is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the 
world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 
water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 
tes fies, for the Spirit is the truth   

A The Word of the Lord 
C Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Se ng Four (John 6:68) 

GOSPEL: JOHN 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final tes mony to his disciples to help them in the 
days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one 
another. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants 
any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, oh Christ 

 

SERMON Pastor Eric 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  COME DOWN O LOVE DIVINE ELW # 804 
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CREED 
P Let us profess our faith  

using the words that Jesus’ followers have used in every genera on: 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon us Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrec on of the body, and the life everlas ng. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love 

has triumphed over fear, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all those 
in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 
P Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear 

the word. Fill your church with the 
gi s of your Spirit and give 
understanding hearts to those who 
strengthen our commitments with our 
faith groups beyond our tribe of 
Lutherans. Open our eyes to the gi s 
of other Chris an faith tradi ons, as 
well as the gi s of those who worship 
but do not call on Christ’s name.  

God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
A You speak and the face of the earth is 

renewed. Revive your crea on, that 
habitats and every kind of living thing 
might flourish. Protect endangered 
species and help us to care for all your 
creatures. Be with those who are 
preparing to work the soil and tend 
the crops that will feed us all.  
God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Your world is divided and the na ons 

rage. Grant wisdom and vision to 
world leaders, that they may seek 
jus ce, peace, and the good of all. 
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Strengthen interna onal partnerships 
and coopera on. Within our own 
society, return us to the place where 
we can speak with others without the 
language of ul matum, where we can 
not only hear but listen. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Your children are in need. Comfort all 

those who suffer, especially those 
afflicted by anxiety, depression, and 
mental illness. Help us to be conduits 
of your love in our care for one 
another. We pray especially in quiet 
ways for those persons and places you 
have placed on our hearts……..   
God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Your work is done in this place with 

our hands. Bless the ministries of this 
congrega on and our synod, that we 
may embody your love for the world. 
We pray especially for Flathead 

Lutheran Bible Camp and Chris kon as 
they prepare for a vital summer 
season. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
A Your blessed saints now rest in you. 

Give us thankful hearts for those who 
have gone before us. At the last, bring 
us all together around your heavenly 
banquet table. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands, most merciful God, 

we commend all for whom we pray, 
trus ng in your abiding love; through 
Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 
Lord .     

C Amen. 
P The peace of Christ Jesus 

be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The sharing of God’s peace  
with each other. 
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OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 
OFFERTORY HYMN WOV # 732 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
C Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
  May the gi s that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,  
through Jesus Christ, our true vine . Amen. 

COMMUNION LITURGY ELW Se ng Four 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….  

…. and so with all the host of heaven, we join in this hymn 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Se ng Four 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P In the night in which He was betrayed……. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name , 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into tempta on, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD ELW Se ng Four 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION   Jesus Loves Me, This I Know ELW # 595 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
C Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us  

and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this communion  
to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,  
our redeemer and friend . Amen. 

BLESSING AND SENDING 
P Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and 

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen, Amen, Amen (sung) 
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SENDING HYMN  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  ELW # 836 

DISMISSAL 
A Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad .   
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 
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Pizza, Root Beer, and Bible Study 

Friday, May 17th—6:00 p.m. 

 

Gather in the Church Courtyard later this month 
for an evening of rich fellowship, exquisite food, 
and a wondrous hike through all of Biblical history.  

The Morgan/Traner (Brandvold)  sisters are 
lending us their equipment and exper se as Fire 
Roasted Pizza Masters for a kick off meal of individual pizzas. Handmade 
dough will await us. Sauce and toppings will be on hand.  Our adventure will 
be to form our own individual sized pizza to be tossed into the Fire Ovens to 
cook for two or three minutes.  Coaches will be on hand to help everyone  
have success. 

Fabulous Root Beer Floats will also be available. They will be Authen c 
Italian Root Beer Floats, served by our own Authen c Italian, Emilio Vanni. 

Having sa sfied our hunger for food and drink, we’ll then feast on the 
Word. Pastor Eric will journey with us all as we create on one sheet of paper a 
Timeline of the major events and seasons of the Biblical Story. Come to see 
how the story of God working among us takes root and grows. See how all the 
pieces flow into a larger heritage. No experience is required, but a deeper 

sense of our place in this story will result! 

Make this May 17th your chance to share in 
good food, fellowship, and the Word. Consider 
bringing a neighbor! 
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Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World Relief   
partner to support farmers and families in newly liberated 
areas of  Ukraine 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)’s ministry to 
provide short- and long-term recovery when disasters strike in the United States and around 
the world, is responding to urgent humanitarian needs and suppor ng agricultural livelihood 
recovery in Ukraine though a $1 million grant to Lutheran World Relief, a Corus Interna onal 
organiza on. 
The Suppor ng Farmers to Restore Resilient Livelihoods in Kharkiv (SPARRK) project will run 
through November 2024 and is centered in Kharkiv Oblast, one of the first regions targeted by 
the Russian offensive and where Ukrainian forces have reclaimed thousands of square 
kilometers of territory. 

The funding will significantly scale up exis ng Lutheran World Relief humanitarian response 
opera ons in Kharkiv, more than doubling the number of families that will receive cri cal 
support. SPARKK will reach more than 7,000 families, including returnees, residents that 
remained in Kharkiv, and families who fled their homes and now reside in Kharkiv. 

“Even as the Russia-Ukraine war con nues, the SPARRK project will provide concrete support 
for families in Kharkiv and serve as a sign of hope for the future of Ukraine as crops are planted 
and farms reestablished. Lutheran Disaster Response is glad to support the SPARRK project as 
part of our commitment to long-term recovery,” said Maryn Olson, Director, Lutheran Disaster 
Response. 

Support includes both material and technical resources to restore or establish small farms and 
prepare for the harsh winter season. Par cipants in the project are receiving inputs depending 
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upon their needs, like vegetable seeds, gardening tools, canning kits and pickling containers, 
chicks, chicken coops and feeders. Local agriculture advisors are providing training in small-
scale, climate sensi ve farming prac ces, that can include plan ng, compos ng and harves ng, 
and winteriza on preparedness, which involves drying, packaging and storing crops. 
Addi onally, farm restora on grants will be issued to households that have lost assets as a 
result of the war and require a financial boost to expand their farming. 

SPARRK will also address urgent needs of the most vulnerable in Kharkiv through distribu ons 
of essen al items like personal hygiene kits and medical supplies, which will be delivered to 
local health centers. 

“The SPARRK project will serve as a model for effec ve humanitarian lifesaving and recovery 
efforts. By addressing both agricultural and humanitarian needs, the project will improve 
overall outcomes and contribute to the restora on of resilient livelihoods in conflict-affected 
regions.” said Daniel Speckhard, President and CEO of Lutheran World Relief and Corus. 

The project is part of Corus Interna onal’s large-scale response in Ukraine, which brings 
together experts from Lutheran World Relief, IMA World Health and CGA Technologies and 
includes emergency shelter, essen al health care and psycho-social support, material resource 
distribu on, protec on and gender-based violence (GBV) preven on services, and technical 
assistance for cash transfer programs. 

For more informa on, please contact Maryn Olson, Director, Lutheran Disaster Response 
at maryn.olson@elca.org or Muhammad Tahir, Sr. Media Rela ons Manager, Corus 
Interna onal at mtahir@corusinterna onal.org. 

––– 

Lutheran World Relief  
Founded in 1945 by Lutherans in the U.S., Lutheran World Relief is an interna onal 
development and aid organiza on working across Africa, La n America, Asia and the Middle 
East. We collaborate with local partners to grow inclusive and climate resilient rural economies, 
reduce poverty, and we respond to natural disasters and humanitarian crises. Lutheran World 
Relief leads rural economic development programming at Corus Interna onal, an organiza on 
that unites an array of world-class nonprofits and businesses, each with specialized exper se. 
Our reach and capabili es are amplified by the other global leaders in our Corus family, 
including IMA World Health, CGA Technologies and Ground Up Inves ng. Together, we bring 
the mul -dimensional, holis c solu ons needed to truly achieve las ng change.  
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Gatherings this Week: 
 Sunday, May 5 10:00 Worship 
 Wed, May 8 7:30  Men’s Square—Text Study 
  12:00 Women’s Bible Study 
  1:15 Prayer Chain Mee ng 
 Thur. May 9 7:00 Human Concerns Cmt 
 Sunday, May 12 10:00 Worship 
  11:15 Execu ve Commi ee 
 
 

FISH WEEK 
OSLC  week at FISH is May 13-17. 

Please let Harold Spilde know if you are willing to volunteer (406-761-5009). 
 Hours are from 9-11 

 
May Newsle er adjustment—already!?!?!? 

In May, our Game Night will be the final Friday of the month rather than the fourth. 
That makes Game Night May 31st at 6:00. It will be the season Finale, so come and 

experience the intensity of fun and fellowship. 
 

Also—to remove the clash with Memorial Day, the Book Club will meet one week 
earlier. That is the Book Club, now on May 20th. 

 
The Deadline for the June Newsle er is May 20th. Prin ng on the 21st. 

SERVING MAY 5TH  
Usher  Joyce Morgan 
Greeter  Judy Spilde 
Reader:   Anne Schmidt 
Altar Guild: Carol Anderson & Sue Dickenson 
Fellowship  Fellowship Commi ee  
Offer. Coll.  Tina Price 
 Offer. Counter  Helen Beckley &  
  Clarice Flanagan 
Cantor: Ellen Forslund  
Organist/Pianist: Madeleine Folkerts 
Pastor: Eric Finsand 

SERVING MAY 12TH  
Usher  Nancy Traner 
Greeter   Bonnie Knight 
Reader:   Volunteer Needed 
Altar Guild: Carol Anderson & Sue Dickenson 
Fellowship   Fellowship Commi ee    
Offer. Coll.  Tina Price 
 Offer. Counter  Helen Beckley & 
   Clarice Flanagan 
Cantor: Ellen Forslund  
Organist/Pianist: Madeleine Folkerts 
Pastor: Eric Finsand 


