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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

A congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Welcome to Worship!

We're glad that you are here
as part of worship!

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
welcomes all!

We gather for worship called by
God’s Spirit from many places of
compass and heart. We bring stories of
where God has met and sustained us
along the way. We bring questions and
yearnings to see God’s presence more
fully in our world. We are brought
together by a God
who knows us as
Creator, and who
gathers us as only a
Good Shepherd
can—to lead us into
what it means to be
God’s people here
in this place.

As God’s people, we
are continually

learning what it means to be truly
encouraging and supportive to all. We
are committed to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other,
regardless of ethnicity, age, sexual
orientation, gender identity, physical
or mental ability, social or economic
status. To all we extend a heartfelt
invitation to join us on this journey, as
partners in the full life and ministry of
Christ the Servant.

The Bible reminds us to “remember
the Sabbath day”. We remember that
“This is the Lord’s day”, and as we
gather to worship the God who
deserves our praise, the Lord will do
for us what the Lord does: feed us,
forgive us, help and heal us. Rejoice at
all the wonderful things God is doing.

We hope that you will feel at home!

We hope you feel Christ’s welcome
in our service, and hope to see you
again soon.
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Thlrd Sunday Of ECIStel” * Stand as you are able.
April 19, 2026

Introduction

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our
hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and
wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord's day.

PRELUDE, WORDS TO THE DAY, FINAL PRELUDE
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

N @

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to
you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

Amen.
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* GATHERING HYMN ”Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”
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* GREETING
(P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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* HYMN OF PRAISE ELW Setting 8
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

(Pl Let us Pray.

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in
his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen
CHOIR ANTHEM "Because He Lives”
Choir: To the Glory of God Alone. @: Thanks be to God.

*FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit
to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God
has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

192 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36
“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40

And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 50 those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

1| love the LorD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,

?for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever | called.

> The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
| came to grief and sorrow.

*Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LoRbD, | pray you, save my life.”

God’s Work—Our Hands page 7



2 How shall | re-pay the LORD
for all the good things God has done for me?
3| will lift the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
| will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people.
1> precious in your sight, O LORD,
is the death of your servants.
®0 Lorp, truly I am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.
171 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of the LORD.
" | will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s people,
%in the courts of the LORD’s house,
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers
in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong
to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. .

71f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s
work, live in fear during the time of your exile. *® You know that you were ransomed
from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like
silver or gold ¥ put with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect
or blemish. *® He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at
the end of the ages for your sake. ** Through him you have come to trust in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. > You have
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and
enduring word of God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW setting
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*GOSPEL according to Luke 24:13-35
Glory to you, O Lord.

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the
question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures
and in the breaking of bread.

3 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, * and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. > While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, ' but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. *” And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. *® Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ *° He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, ° and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. ** But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.**
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, > and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. " Some of those who were with
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him” **
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the
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prophets have declared! *° Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” %’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. *® As they came
near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on.* But
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day
is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. ** When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 1 Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. ** They said to each
other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?” ** That same hour they got up and returned
to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. **
They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” ** Then
they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in
the breaking of the bread.

(P) The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ
SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY “ Look who Gathers at Christ’s Table” ACS977
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*CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P} Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

P] Living Savior, just as you journeyed P} God of justice, where leaders abuse
with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany power, confront them and call them to

us on our journey of faith. Gather us at repentance. Where there is corruption,
your table, that we recognize you in the bring integrity; where there is violence,
breaking of the bread. Merciful God, sow peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer. Refrain

[P) AlImighty God, you provide for the [P| Healing Savior, your resurrection brings

needs of all creation. Bless the fields that hope to a hurting world. Heal those who
are being prepared for planting, and send are sick . Strengthen the weary, give cour-

favorable weather so that the soil may age to the despairing, and comfort the
yield an abundant harvest. Merciful God, dying. Merciful God,
receive our prayer. receive our prayer.
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P} Gracious One, you have made us your
own through the gift of baptism. Unite us
in genuine love for one another and up-
hold this community in your name. Merci-
ful God,

receive our prayer.

P] Eternal Light, we give thanks for (all
who have nurtured your church’s life in
ages past. Bring us at last with them to
the brightness of your glorious presence.
Merciful God,

refrain

OFFERING AND * OFFERTORY

God of resurrection power, use us and
these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

[P) The Peace of Christ Jesus be with you
always.

And also with you

The sharing of God’s peace with
each other.
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
*OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

* GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our It is right to give our thanks and praise.
God.
* PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

That we should at all times and in all places

Give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and
in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures and with angels and archangels, and cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*

P

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

* LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from

the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P Let us pray.

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

* BLESSING AND SENDING

(P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever.
Amen. Amen. Amen. (Sung)

SENDING HYMN “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” ELW 539

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord, Alleluia! Thanks be to God Alleluia

POSTLUDE
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Gatherings this Week:

Sunday, April 19 9:00
10:00

Monday April 20 9:15

Wed, April 22 7:30

Thursday, April 23

Friday April 24 6:00

Sunday April 26 10:00

Choir Practice

Worship

Offering Counters

Men’s Text Study at 4-B’s
( No Quilters and Knitters)
GAME NIGHT!

Worship

Holden Evening Prayer Service is celebrating its
40th Anniversary in 2026 service

It is being planned in Great Falls

. Wednesday, April 29th

6:00 pm - Soup Supper 7:00 pm - Holden Evening Prayer service
(Location: New Hope)
Please text or call Janel Novak @ 406.799.4717
if you'd like to help with this event or have any questions.
https://www.holdenvillage.org/program/holden-evening-prayer-around-the-world/

-

Our Savior's Lutheran Church is
having FISH week
(April 27— May 1) Please let
Harold Spilde know if you can
volunteer.

\. /L

~N

Thank you so much
Jodie Tooley

for leading worship today.

We appreciate you very much.

SERVING APRIL 19

Usher: Robin Sainsbury

Greeter: Bonnie Knight

Reader: Lindy Eberl

Altar Guild: Kerrie Ramstead, Lilli Milton
Fellowship: Jerry & Lorraine Myhr
Offer. Coll.: Kerrie Ramstead
Counters: Kerrie Ramstead & Juanita
Hogenson

Pianist : Michelle Payton

Cantor: Ellen Forslund

Worship: Jodie Tooley, LMA

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Great Falls, Montana

SERVING APRIL 26

Usher: Emil Vanni

Greeter: Amy Ford

Reader: Kerrie Ramstead

Altar Guild: Kerrie Ramstead, Lilli Milton
Fellowship: Jerry & Lorraine Myhr
Offer. Coll.: Kerrie Ramstead
Counters: Kerrie Ramstead &
Juanita Hogenson

Pianist: Michelle Payton

Cantor: Ellen Forslund

Worship: Jim Carlson, LMA
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